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Within a few hours, similar 
charges of ilistributing leaflets 
in enlisted men’s barracks 
without the approval of the 
commander were dropped 
against a . second defendant, 

Airman 1st Cl. Thomas A. 

Spalding, 21, of Evansville, Ind. 

It was a case that has had 
a heavy impact on this remote 
base of the Tactical Air Com- 
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“There are deep divisions 
here,” the enlisted man said, 
noting the difference between 
the career men and the short- 
term enlisted men. 

Though antiwar literature 
may be read at the base li- 
brary, be purchased at the post 
exchange or brought into the 
base through the mails or by 
an individual airman, Air Force 
regulations bar its distribution 
inside the base without the 
commander’s approval. 

Airmen Schaffer and Spalding 
were accused of distributing 
leaflets Oct 13 for an antiwar 
rice dinner at The Covered 
Wagon. 

Despite a hectic hearing in 


Opens Coffee House 

Mr. Lane, 44, author of "Rush 
to Judgment,” about the as- 
sassination of President Ken- 
nedy, is a former one-term New 
York State -Assemblyman from 
Manhattan. He arrived in Moun- 
tain Home in April to take part 
in a peace demonstration and 
stayed on, organizing an anti- 
war coffeehouse called The Cov- 
ered Wagon. 

In a town of 7,000 whose 
fortunes rise and fall with an 
air base that has about the 
same population, the coffee- 
house drew immediate notice 
- when it opened. The young 
people operating it had con- 
tinuing trouble with vandalism 
and fistfights. 

The coffeehouse, in an aban- 
doned movie theater on North 
Main Street, was destroyed by 
a fire Nov. 21 that Police Chief 


which attorneys for both sides 
were told to stop “barking” at 
each other, the issue was settled 
on a dramatic, but less emo- 
tional note. 

The Air Force policeman who 
had made the arrest was asked 
to pick out airman Schaffer 
from a group of men in the 
courtroom. Instead he picked 
Staff Sgt. William R. Blake as 
the prosecution’s case collapsed. 

Brig. Gen. Henry L. Warren, 
commander of theF-UlF fighter 
plane wing at the base, said, of 
the trial results, “I feel that 
justice was done and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way.” 

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST! 


